Lewis Earns Founders Award, Eyes Retirement by Center for Homeland Defense and Security
Calhoun: The NPS Institutional Archive
News Center News Articles Collection
2013-09
Lewis Earns Founders Award, Eyes Retirement
Center for Homeland Defense and Security
Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California
http://hdl.handle.net/10945/51100
Lewis Earns Founders Award, Eyes Retirement
chds.us/c/item/823
Center for Homeland Defense and Security Executive
Director Ted Lewis received the Center’s Founders
Award Sept. 4 as he prepares to retire by month’s end.
Lewis has been with the Center since its inception,
writing the first budget document and statement of work
while playing a critical role in developing its curriculum.
He has written extensively on computer science and his
book "Critical Infrastructure Protection, Defending a
Networked Nation (Wylie Press, 2006)" was the nation’s
first textbook on critical infrastructure protection.
Lewis will complete 20 years of federal service upon his
retirement.
His foundational work paved the way for the Center’s
longevity, said CHDS Director Glen Woodbury. At the
onset of planning for CHDS, there were doubts about
how long a program of its type would last.
"This program is based on the quality of Ted’s leadership," Woodbury said. "Ted has taught us how to push the
envelope as far as possible."
Woodbury lauded Lewis for his ability to push faculty, students and staff to think beyond the obvious to maintain the
Center’s leading edge academics. As Lewis said, "If things are running smoothly, it’s time to throw some sand in the
gears."
Long before the Center existed, he enjoyed a decades-long career in higher education and the private sector. His
publishing record entails 30 years of academic research on computers and the computer industry. He holds M.S.
and Ph.D. degrees in Computer Science from Washington State University (1970 and 1971), and a B.S. in
Mathematics from Oregon State University.
A former NPS Computer Science Department chair, Lewis took a break from academics and worked for Eastman
Kodak before returning to Monterey, still a tenured professor. He was contacted by former NPS Associate Provost
Paul Stockton in 2002 to work on creating an academic degree devoted to homeland security and the various
disciplines within.
"It was a tremendous opportunity to design the curriculum and build something new," Lewis said. "It has been a
tremendous privilege to work with such talented and dedicated people."
After working in academia and industry, Lewis said his vision for CHDS emphasized the role of organizational
culture that he observed in his career.
"The culture of an organization completely determines what it can achieve," Lewis said from his office in Watkins
Hall. "That’s why I thought the culture of CHDS was so important. "
For more on the life and times of Ted Lewis, see the fall 2013 edition of Watermark, the alumni magazine of CHDS.
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